The Woodlands Township
Drainage Task Force Meeting
Meeting Summary
September 25, 2018
Purpose of this Document: This document is designed to capture the essence of the discussion, and will
serve to summarize the results, actions, and follow-up items agreed to during this meeting.
1. Call meeting to order / Introductions / Chairman’s Report – The Woodlands Township
Task Force members and visitors were welcomed by Township Director and Task Force Chairman
Bruce Rieser, who invited introductions by members in attendance, including new member Jill
Bouillon, Executive Director Bayou Land Conservancy; Dan Akeroyd, Office of State Representative
Valoree Swanson; Jim Stinson, The Woodlands Joint Powers Agency (WJPA); Montgomery County
MUDs: Laura Norton (MUD 47 and WJPA), Helen Bostock (All MUDs and MUD 1 Board), and Wilson
McCoy (MUD 46); Jackie Chance, Sr., Montgomery County WCID #1 Timber Lakes/Timber Ridge;
Zach Toups, Harris-Montgomery Counties MUD 386; Matt Beasley, Montgomery County Precinct 3;
Mark Mooney, Montgomery County Engineer; Brianna Gallagher, San Jacinto River Authority; Alan
Black, Harris County Flood Control District; Bob Lux, Association of Water Board Directors – Texas;
Adele Yung, Alden Bridge Village Association; Stuart Schroeder, Cochran’s Crossing Village
Association; Nancy Becker, Creekside Park Village Association; Stuart Schroeder, Cochran’s Crossing
Village Association; Antonio Paz, Howard Hughes Corporation; Paul Earnest, The Woodlands
Country Club; Don Norrell, The Woodlands Township; and, Burton Johnson, Moffatt and Nichol –
consultant representing The Woodlands Township.
Copies of meeting sign-in sheets for members, visitors and public comments are included in
Attachment 1.
Chairman Rieser recapped the history and evolving efforts of the task force which included
defining the roles of the Township, MUDs, WJPA and SJRA in the drainage process. He offered his
recommendations going forward, including requesting Montgomery County Judge Craig Doyal and
Harris County Judge Ed Emmett to hold drainage summit meetings to discuss drainage mitigation projects
and management in Spring Creek, the WJPA to craft a flood mitigation plan across all MUDs within the
Township boundaries, MUD elections to be held on a uniformed November election date, the development
of statewide standards within all Texas watersheds, the development of Flood Control Districts for counties
above a certain population, and more. He acknowledged that Board elections are coming up in

November for The Woodlands Township, and as his re-election to the Board is uncertain, his role
as the Task Force Chair may change.
2. Receive a report from Harris County Flood Control District on the Harris County Bond Projects for Flood
Control
Mr. Black reported on projects pursued by HCFCD following the August 25th bond election approved
by the voters of Harris County. Approximately $9.6M awarded to construction projects, including
some projects that had been previously designed and advertised, awaiting funding approval. About

$120M in new projects expected to be advertised through end of 2018. Projects will be prioritized
for implementation over an approximate 10-year period, based on benefit, readiness, federal funding
and other resources, including local partners. Community engagement meetings will be held for
each project; full transparency in tracking of projects is important, and HCFCD through its website
will continue to provide updates on bond-related projects.
3. Review the status of the proposed regional flood mitigation study for the San Jacinto basin which
includes Spring Creek
Ms. Gallagher reported that SJRA applications for funding (state and federal) have been
submitted. Feedback received from FEMA was initially not favorable, due to request being
defined as “study,” which is a statutory limitation for the use of the particular funds. Request has
been modified and submitted as a flood mitigation “plan” for additional consideration. Interlocal
Agreement due to be signed by SJRA, HCFD and others is in place and projects are lined up to
begin upon appropriate funding.
Parallel effort to jump-start a study for the location of a reservoir on Spring Creek upstream of The
Woodlands is expected to receive answer from the Texas Water Development Board in early
October. While its direct impact would offer the most relief to residents of MUD 386, the
reservoir study is considered a priority and is supported by all 10 MUDs within the WJPA with
commitment to participate in funding $400K toward the local match requirement (participation to
be proportionate, based on number of connections served) for the Texas Water Development
Board grant. The Township will continue to be supportive and plans to contribute to the funding
effort.
4. Receive reports on post-Harvey actions
a. Woodlands Joint Powers Agency (WJPA) – Montgomery County MUD’s.
Mr. Stinson reported on 4 locations in Grogan’s Point where box culverts under the collector
streets have been identified that can be enlarged to improve drainage in the neighborhood,
without adversely impacting the downstream area. In seeking federal funding for these
improvements, a request has been made to Congressman Brady’s office to waive certain
requirements to proceed with funding. Other resources will be pursued if needed.
Another project for which federal funding has been requested involves lowering the base flood
elevation of Bear Branch by approximately 2 ft., downstream of Kuykendahl to just upstream of
Gosling. Project originated after the April and May, 2016 storms, and has an estimated expense
of $9M that would impact more than 150 homes in the Capstone area and Twinberry
neighborhood. Design concept for this project has been reviewed and approved by the USACE.
Numerous improvements have been made by the WJPA since the April and May, 2016 events, as
by the Harvey event, homes in the improved areas—internal to The Woodlands—did not suffer
flooding as experienced by homes along Spring Creek and the San Jacinto River.
A copy of Mr. Stinson’s slide presentation is included as Attachment 2.
b. Harris - Montgomery Counties MUD 386

Mr. Toups reported a planning process including a public meeting that asked what can be done to
prevent another Harvey-type event; engineer to present a preliminary proposal/study for a flood
wall in their October board meeting. Feasibility would need to be considered, for example, the
number of homes protected, adverse effect on properties upstream and downstream, and the
cost to build the project. Ideally, the wall would be outside of the 100-year floodplain.
c. San Jacinto River Authority (SJRA)
Ms. Gallagher reported that the SJRA have submitted ideas thru GLO, and after evaluated, projects
will be posted for consultants or other entities to apply to complete the projects. SJRA projects
include aquifer storage and recovery feasibility study; having coordination meetings with HCFCD,
Montgomery County and City of Houston; potential partnerships with family operators to locate
sand traps on their facilities; and moving forward with a communications plan to supplement the
website for receiving updates.
Additional regulatory authority is being sought to collaborate as opposed to transfer power and
funding from TCEQ (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.)
Suggestion was made that a flood control district is needed for Montgomery County, to work in
conjunction with Harris County Flood Control District.
d. Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD)
Mr. Black shared an update on applications submitted or funds received/approved from FEMA,
HUD and other sources. Processes are slow moving in terms of executing the funding from federal
grants.
5. Updates from Task Force Members
Mr. Stinson noted the ponding that occurs near the intersection of Acacia Park and Mulberry Glen
during moderate to severe rainstorms, and improvements that (WJPA) can make to lower the
ponding. He emphasized that the design for curb and gutter streets includes ponding, as the
streets are part of the conveyance – the ponding will occur during severe rainfall (more than 1inch per hour.)
Montgomery County Engineer was asked if there are plans concerning Sawdust at Glenloch and
any plans to elevate the roadways, bridge or approach to bridge – none specific.
6. Public comment
No one signed up for public comments.
Anna thanked Jim Stinson and Mark Mooney for assistance and responsiveness.
Question asked about LiDar work and what was done – Mr. Stinson explained that LiDar was used
by several of the MUDs to evaluate Spring Creek upstream of Grogan’s Point area and in Panther
Creek upstream of the Grogan’s Point High Oaks area, having received numerous reports of debris
in the floodplain causing the water to rise higher than it could have. The data from LiDar
evaluated in the computer model did not indicate debris to be a factor.
Additional question was asked whether subsidence/erosion was observed. Subsidence was not
evaluated in the LiDar study.

7. Establish date and time for the next meeting
The next meeting will be held in October, based on availability of committee members, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 16th or 23rd.
Director Rieser agreed to add anyone interested to the email distribution list for task force
meetings.
8. Adjourn meeting
The meeting was adjourned.
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Storm Drainage Task Force Meeting
Tuesday, September 25, 2018 / 3:00 p.m.
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2801 Technology Forest Blvd
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Drainage Task Force
August 25, 2018
WJPA Updates
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