The Woodlands Township
Drainage Task Force Meeting
Meeting Summary
June 25, 2019
Purpose of this Document: This document is designed to capture the essence of the discussion, and
will serve to summarize the results, actions, and follow-up items agreed to during this meeting.
Call meeting to order / Introductions / Chairman’s Report – The Woodlands Township
Task Force members and visitors were welcomed by Task Force Chairman Bruce Rieser – Director,
The Woodlands Township. Members in attendance included: Jim Stinson, The Woodlands Joint
Powers Agency (WJPA); Laura Norton, Helen Bostock, and Bob Leilich, Montgomery County MUDs;
Jackie Chance, Sr., WCID#1; Emil Jacobs, Harris Montgomery Counties MUD 386; Chuck Gilman and
Matt Barrett, San Jacinto River Authority; Diane Cooper, Montgomery County Engineering Dept.;
Dan Kolkhorst and Kelly Dietrich, The Howard Hughes Company; Nancy Becker, Creekside Park
Village Association; Representative Steve Toth, State of Texas House of Representatives District 15;
and, Burton Johnson and Don Norrell, The Woodlands Township.
Copies of meeting sign-in sheets for members, visitors and public comments are included in
Attachment 1.
Chairman Rieser reported having met on June 24th with Senator Creighton, Representative
Toth, Judge Keough, task force members Jim Stinson, Alan Black and Emil Jacobs, and a
representative from Congressman Brady’s office. It was determined that misinformation had
been previously relayed, specifically that the funding source had been already allocated.
As a clarification, the funding itself was pulled from the (State legislature’s) appropriations bill
by the Harris County delegation, with a guarantee from the lead of the delegation that they
would support the task force’s study along Spring Creek; They are pleased that the Harris
County Flood Control District has agreed to be the lead on getting the study started, which will
simplify the process and give Harris County the transparency they desire, to ensure their
interests are represented in the project as well.
Additionally, Senator Creighton was subsequently contacted by Commissioner Cagle, who is
interested in meeting on this subject, and expressed his full support of what is being pursued
by this group.
It was agreed that the most appropriate and expeditious way to go forward is to start with the
$100K site feasibility study already identified; the scope of the study has been distributed to
this group today, and has been shared with the Harris County Flood Control District, with Judge
Keough, Senator Creighton, with Representative Toth, and with the Harris County delegation
lead (reference above.)
In tandem with this study, a grant request will be submitted to the Texas Water Development
Board for $500K in funding, should this feasibility study determine the project to be feasible, to
reduce the potential time gap between completing the study and the ability to move forward.
A draft copy of the Scope document is included in Attachment 2.

An Interlocal Agreement between Harris County Flood Control District and the Woodlands
Joint Powers Agency will be needed; Jim Stinson plans to present the ILA to WJPA Board at the
July meeting,. Design standards along Spring Creek were also discussed in the meeting. The
recent flood event affecting Lake Houston, the both forks of the San Jacinto River have less
material impact on Spring Creek than the impact from Cypress Creek and Willow Creek. A
suggestion was made that Montgomery County consider matching its north side of the creek
design standards to those on the (Harris County) south side of the creek.
Receive a report from Harris County Flood Control District on the Harris County Bond Projects for
Flood Control
Chairman Rieser advised on behalf of Mr. Black that the subject is on today’s agenda for Harris
County Commissioners Court; it is anticipated that the approach will essentially be starting all
the remaining projects simultaneously – approximately 160+ projects (not yet started.) These
projects are separate from the 146 projects already approved and underway. Other matters
are being considered as well, including executing and completing the bond-funded projects in a
shorter time frame.
Harris County Flood Control District Draft Equity Guidelines
See notes, above.
Review the status of the proposed regional flood mitigation study for the San Jacinto basin which
includes Spring Creek
Ms. Cooper provided an update, including the following: project scope consists of major river
systems, lake creeks included in the 18-month study, and reminder that Bear Branch and Panther
Creek are outside the scope of this study; data collection continues as well as the modeling
analysis and calibration component; some feedback expected in July timeframe. Project group will
meet again for purpose of reviewing projects previously proposed, to consider their feasibility, or
eliminate from further consideration. Atlas 14 data is the source data – the study is not expected
to result in new FEMA flood plain maps for Montgomery County.
Discuss drainage issues from the Alight site into Founder’s Reserve subdivision
Public comments were received from Randall Cade, resident of Founder’s Reserve community.
Near flood events have occurred twice recently, following the Alight site development in March,
2019. Formal response received after two months from the development company advising the
issue is under study; and, a berm has been placed which is appreciated and seems to be helping.
Concern that excess run-off from new development is creating problems, during construction
phase, and potentially afterward.
Dan Kolkhorst, Howard Hughes Corporation, invited a subsequent meeting with Mr. Cade, to
review engineering reports to assure that post-construction run-off does not exceed preconstruction run-off, in compliance with regulations.
Additional insight from Diane Cooper was offered, from the standpoint of meteorologist, that the
intensity of the rainfall (duration and saturation level at the time of the event) will impact run-off
volume and create a flooding situation. For example, 1 inch rain over 24-hour period vs. 2-3 inch
rain in a twenty-minute period.
Suggestion/recommendation made by several task force members that all property owners obtain

flood insurance, whether required or optional.
Receive reports from Task Force agencies
Woodlands Joint Powers Agency (WJPA) – Montgomery County MUD’s – Mr. Stinson
provided an update on the Bear Branch/Panther Branch improvement, near The
Woodlands High School, Capstone neighborhood and keeping Research Forest Dr.
passable for emergency traffic and public traffic during a 100-year event: consultant is
meeting with the USACE, seeking approval for the modified improvement plan.
Other item is Research Forest Dr. being inundated near the Sundance Park area:
consultant has received and is analyzing several drainage plans approved for that area
from the Montgomery County Engineer’s office; update, including recommendation, to be
shared at the next meeting, if available.
Harris - Montgomery Counties MUD 386 – none.
San Jacinto River Authority (SJRA) – Mr. Gilman reported on another project in addition
to the regional project: a decision support forecasting tool, for which grant money was
awarded – have received recommendation from consultant on selection of software.
Project is scheduled to be complete around October, 2020.
Lift station sites along Spring Creek were offered by Jackie Chance, Sr. for potential
location of monitor stations – between Gosling and I-45, equipped with power and
SCADA controls to transmit information.
Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) – none.
Updates from Task Force Members
Nancy Becker announced a meeting of the North Harris County Citizen’s Coalition, to take place
June 26th at the Rob Fleming Recreation Center – original meeting site, Shirley Acres in Harris
County was not large enough for the expected attendance.
Public comment
See notes above.
Confirm date and time for the next meeting
The next meeting will be held on the 4th Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. – July 23, 2019.
Adjourn meeting
The meeting was adjourned.

