The Woodlands Township
Drainage Task Force Meeting
Meeting Summary
September 24, 2019
Purpose of this Document: This document is designed to capture the essence of the discussion, and
will serve to summarize the results, actions, and follow-up items agreed to during this meeting.
Call meeting to order / Introductions / Chairman’s Report – The Woodlands Township
Task Force members and visitors were welcomed by Task Force Chairman Bruce Rieser – Director,
The Woodlands Township. Members in attendance included: Jim Stinson, The Woodlands Joint
Powers Agency (WJPA); Laura Norton, Helen Bostock, and Mark Vonderau, Montgomery County
MUDs; Emil Jacobs, Harris Montgomery Counties MUD 386; Matt Barrett, San Jacinto River
Authority; Diane Cooper, Montgomery County Engineering Dept.; Alan Black, Harris County Flood
Control District; Antonio Paz, The Howard Hughes Company; Kyle Brown, The Woodlands Country
Club; Becky Martinez, Bayou Land Conservancy; Heather Washburn, Congressman Kevin Brady’s
Office; Trent Williams, Representative Steve Toth’s Office; Daniel Akeroyd, Representative Valoree
Swanson’s Office; and, Burton Johnson and Don Norrell, The Woodlands Township.
Copies of meeting sign-in sheets for members, visitors and public comments are included in
Attachment 1.
Chairman Rieser is preparing a letter of support for potential projects – no projects ready; Mr.
Stinson attended recent community association meeting for partners and one-on-one contact
with Bear Branch and Panther Creek communities.
Receive a report from Harris County Flood Control District on the Harris County Bond Projects for
Flood Control
Mr. Black reported that the project study website is up and running for the San Jacinto River
Watershed Study. This is the effort that HCFCD is collaborating with San Jacinto River
Authority, Montgomery County, and City of Houston – existing conditions/model are nearly
complete, will begin to prepare minimum alternatives matrix, which shifts efforts into “what if”
scenarios. Initiative is underway to jump start the Spring Creek siting study with local funding,
in collaborative efforts with HCFCD, WJPA, and the various MUDs. Interlocal Agreements with
the MUDs and HCFCD are on the agenda topics for discussion today by the Harris County
Commissioner’s Court.
Additional potential sources of grant funding have been identified through the NCRS, for
example, a pilot program for flood plain restoration and repair, and the WFPO (Watershed
Flood Protection Operation.)
Harris County Flood Control Draft Equity Guidelines
Future discussion of this topic will be addressed within other agenda items, as projects
previously approved are not affected.

Review the status of the proposed regional flood mitigation study for the San Jacinto basin which
includes Spring Creek
The official website for the study has been launched (sanjacstudy.org) and all were invited to view
the website for the San Jacinto Regional Watershed Master Drainage Plan. The website is the
information source for the study, including project background and goals, fact sheet, and map of
the study area.
The scope has been amended to include the Spring Creek siting study. Upon approval of the ILA, a
project kick-off will be requested. HCFCD Project Manager Jing Chen will update the Task Force at
a future meeting.
A copy of the sanjacstudy.org website’s home page is included in Attachment 2.
Receive reports from Task Force agencies
Woodlands Joint Powers Agency (WJPA) – Montgomery County MUD’s – Mr. Stinson
provided an update on the Bear Branch/Panther Branch improvement, near The
Woodlands High School, Capstone neighborhood and keeping Research Forest Dr.
passable for emergency traffic and public traffic during a 100-year event.
Harris - Montgomery Counties MUD 386 – Dr. Jacobs requested that MUD 386 be kept
closely apprised of the siting study and allowed input and comment throughout the
project .
San Jacinto River Authority (SJRA) – Mr. Barrett reported on efforts to remove silt and
sediment, providing an update on the Lake Houston Dredging Program Study.
Harris County Flood Control District (HCFCD) – see notes above.
Updates from Task Force Members
Helen Bostock, distributed a one-page Research and Statement paper regarding the Township’s
powers of a flood control district. Ms. Bostock requested that the Township seek legal counsel
regarding potential authorities provided by its enabling legislation to engage in flood control and
mitigation and to create a flood control district paper.
A copy of the document is included in Attachment 3.
Public comment
Mr. Hickey offered public comment on various topics related to the meeting agenda.
Confirm date and time for the next meeting
The next meeting will be held on the 4th Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. – October 22, 2019.
Adjourn meeting
The meeting was adjourned.

