RESOURCES:
Managing wildlife in urbanizing settings, such as The Woodlands, is an increasingly a
challenge problem throughout much of the country. The Woodlands Township Parks
and Recreation Department has identified three principal reasons for the emergence of
this problem:


People invading wildlife habitat through land development;



Increased numbers of wildlife due to reduced harvesting; and



The preservation of wildlife habitat in a development that attracts and holds
wildlife within a development.

In The Woodlands, we encounter all three of the reasons cited above for an abundance
of certain wildlife species, some of which become problem causing. The Woodlands is
being carved out of previously undeveloped forestland that has an abundance of native
wildlife. The land plan of The Woodlands results in residual pockets of wildlife habitat,
particularly along the creek bottoms and open space reserves. These strips of wildlife
habitat that course through The Woodlands potentially support most species that were
inhabitants of the forest before development.
Because native habitat remains in The Woodlands, wildlife will be a perennial fixture. For
the most part, people view this as a good thing, deriving satisfaction in the viewing of
wildlife and knowledge of its coexistence. However, when the habits of wildlife clash
with those of man, wildlife then becomes a nuisance. In most cases wildlife is pursuing
their daily quest for food, shelter and a place to rear their young. Unfortunately, the
yards and houses of The Woodlands, being intermingled with native habitat, provide new
and alternative sources of food and potential shelter and potential wildlife conflicts.
The Woodlands Township strongly encourages residents to take an active role in
educating themselves and family members in reducing the possibility of a conflict with
wildlife. The Woodlands Township continues to work closely with the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department concerning matters of this nature. If you have any questions or
would like to report a nuisance wildlife sighting, please call the Woodlands Township
Parks and Recreation office at 281-210-3900. To report potentially dangerous wildlife,
please call Texas Parks and Wildlife at 512-389-4848.

GENERAL WILDLIFE
QUESTIONS
Texas Parks & Wildlife
281-456-7029
www.tpwd.state.tx.us
The Woodlands Township Parks and
Recreation Department
281-210-3900

AGENCIES
For Deer, Alligators Out of the Water,
Coyotes, Game Violations
Game Warden
512-389-4848 (24 Hour Dispatch)
For Dead Animals on a Public Road
Montgomery County Precinct 2
281-356-4156 or 936-539-7816
Montgomery County Precinct 3
281-367-3977 or 936-539-7817
Montgomery County Precinct 4
281-577-8919
Harris County Precinct 4
281-353-8424
For Domestic Animal Issues or
Diseased Wildlife
Animal Control
Montgomery County: 936-442-7738

The coyote is an extremely adaptable
Harris County: 281-999-3191
member of the wildlife chain and has
been known to adapt to urban settings in many areas across Texas and the United
States. Traditionally the major concern with coyotes revolves around the loss of
See Back Page for Additional Wildlife
agricultural crops, livestock and small house pets. Due to the vast number of open
Management Resources…
space reserve areas in The Woodlands coyotes are able to live in closer proximity to
humans causing people to have concerns for the safety of their families and pets. Fortunately, attacks on humans are extremely
rare. “There is only one documented incident in the state of Texas of an attack on a human in the past ten years,” according to
John Young, a mammalogist with Texas Parks & Wildlife. In addition to following the techniques provided in this worksheet, if you
happen to see a coyote it is wise to make noise or throw something at it as this lets the animal know that it should be afraid of you.
Running away will only trigger the natural predator instinct to chase prey that is fleeing. When a sighting is reported to The
Woodlands Township Parks and Recreation Department, staff will investigate to determine if a problem exists and will further
determine the appropriate course of action, in conjunction with Texas Parks & Wildlife.
Continued

CONSERVATION
ORGANIZATIONS
Heartwood Chapter, Texas Master
Naturalists
832-381-6921
www.heartwoodtmn.org

1. Do not provide shelter.
 At night, latch pet doors that provide easy access for wildlife.
 Repair dry rot, gaps in boards, holes, loose soffit vents and gables.
Note: A raccoon or opossum can squeeze through a hole or gap three to
four inches in diameter.
 Cover air vent pipes and soffit openings with 1/4" hardware cloth
Note: Roof rats can get through a hole the size of a quarter.
 Seal openings around pipes with sheet metal or concrete.
 Stack firewood at least 18" off the ground and away from walls and fences
 Clean up trash, rubbish and brush piles.
 Remove tree branches that provide walkways to the roof.
 Protect your Pets: Don’t allow pets to run free, and provide them a safe and secure
place to sleep at night.
2. Do not provide food or water to wildlife.
 Remove uneaten pet food before nightfall.
 Store pet food and bird seed indoors in secure containers.
 Make birdfeeders inaccessible by placing them away from adjacent branches.
 Clean-up or control spillage from birdfeeders.
 Keep garbage can lids closed and secured.
 Repair leaky faucets that provide water.
3. Remember the laws when it comes to wildlife protection.
 Many mammals are protected by Texas law as furbearing animals.
 Hawks, owls and woodpeckers are protected by federal law.
 Many animals are protected by federal law under the Endangered Species Act.
 The Woodlands Covenants prohibit the discharge of weapons in the community.
 By law, only licensed individuals are permitted to relocate skunks, bats, raccoons
and foxes.

Bat Conservation International
512-327-9721
www.batcon.org

WILDLIFE
REHABILITATORS
Texas Parks and Wildlife
800-792-1112
www.tpwd.state.tx.us
Lone Star Wildlife Rescue
281-356-9393
www.lonestarwildlife.org
Texas Wildlife Rehabilitation
Coalition
713-468-8972
www.twrc-houston.org
Wildlife Rehab and Education
713-643-9453
www.wrande.org

WILDLIFE RISK
MANAGEMENT
Check your local phone book
under Animal Rescue and
Management.

